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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1.3-5J.8 and 29-52 is/are reiected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 09/18/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues (page 12), "...Applicant respectfully submit that disclosure 
cannot be found in Alexander for "inserting at the headend in said outgoing television 
signal on said first particular channel an instruction to any television system that 
receives said television signal to change channels to a second particular channel, 
wherein said instruction indicates a duration of time." 

In response, the Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant because the 
"instruction includes a duration of time" reads on Alexander' message which includes 
commands that tune the television automatically to a particular advertising channel at 
the time during the telecast of the television program during which an advertisement is 
scheduled to occur, and tune the television back to the viewer's chosen television 
program at the conclusion of the advertisement (see Col. 32. lines 61 -Col. 33, lines 1). 
In doing so, the instruction of "tuning back" clearly depends on the duration of time to 
display the corresponding advertisement until its conclusion because each 
advertisement has a time period pre-set by the advertiser for displaying it. In view of 
that, Alexander' s message encompasses the claimed limitation "instruction includes a 
duration of time", as such, the Examiner maintains the rejection. 
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Claim Objections 

Claims 45 and 48 are objected to because of the following informalities: limitation 
"viewer's television set" should be changed - viewer 's television system --. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C, 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1 , 3-5, 7-8, and 29-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Alexander et al. (US 6177931). 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be 
overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but 
not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is 
thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 
1.131. 



Application/Control Number: 09/940,107 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2623 

Claim 1 , Alexander discloses a method for substituting advertising 
information to be displayed on the viewer's television system in the place of the 
information that would othenA/ise be displayed according to the channel to which the 
viewer has tuned the television system, the method comprising 

monitoring at a head end an outgoing television signal for a first particular 
channel (Col. 34, lines 56-Col, 35. lines 26); 

identifying a point in the outgoing television signal at which said signal begins 
carry advertising information (Col. 34, lines 56-Col. 35, lines 26); 

inserting at the headend in said outgoing television signal on said first 
particular channel an instruction to any television system that receives said 
television signal to change channels to a second particular channels, wherein the 
instruction includes a duration of time (trigger/message; Col. 32, lines 27-Col. 33, 
lines 8; Notes: "instruction includes a duration of time" reads on Alexander' message 
which includes commands that tune the television automatically to a particular 
advertising channel at the time during the telecast of the television program during 
which an advertisement is scheduled to occur, and tune the television back to the 
viewer's chosen television program at the conclusion of the advertisement; see Col. 
32, lines 61 -Col. 33, lines 1 . In doing so, the instruction of "tuning back" clearly 
depends on the duration of time to display the corresponding advertisement until its 
conclusion because each advertisement has a time period pre-set by the advertiser 
for displaying it. In view of that. Alexander' s message encompasses the claimed 
limitation "instruction includes a duration of time"); 
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receiving tfie television signal at a viewer's television system on the 1®' 
particular channel (Col. 26, lines 60-Col. 27, lines 2); 

tuning the viewer's television system to the 2"^ particular channel (Ad 
channel/window) for the duration of time (reads on conclusion of the advertisement; 
see Col. 32, lines 60-Col. 33, lines 8); and 

tuning the viewer's television set to the 1^* particular channel after the duration 
of time (reads on tuning the television back after the duration to display the 
advertisement; Col. 32, lines 60-Col. 33, lines 8) . 

Claim 3, wherein the 2"^^ particular channel is an advertisement information 
(Col. 26, lines 64-Col. 27, line 2 and Col. 32, lines 61-67+). 

Claim 4, further comprising displaying the alternative advertisement 
information on a pre-determined portion of the EPG (Col. 26, lines 64-Col. 27, lines 
2). 

Claim 5 , the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 1. 

Claim 7, the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 3. 

Claim 8, the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 4. 

Claim 29, Alexander further discloses maintaining at the head end a database 
of channel (EPG) and advertising intercept information (inherent; Col. 15, lines 23- 
31; Col. 17, lines 38-Col. 20, lines 12). 

Claim 30, the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 29. 
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Claim 31. (new) Alexander discloses a method for substituting alternative 
advertising information to be displayed on a viewer's television system in the place 
of information that would othenA^ise be displayed according to the channel to which 
the viewer has tuned the television system, the method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining at a viewer's television system a database of channel (Col. 32, 
lines 7-21) and advertising intercept information (Col. 32, lines 46-60); 

monitoring at the viewer's television system an incoming television signal for a 
first particular channel (Col. 32, lines 50-Col. 33, lines 43); 

identifying a point in said incoming television signal at which said signal 
begins to carry advertising information, and determining whether said incoming 
television signal should be intercepted based on said channel and advertising 
intercept information; and in response to said determination, tuning said viewer's 
television system to said second particular channel (Col. 33, lines 44-65). 

Claim 32, Alexander further discloses wherein said second particular channel 
is an advertisement channel providing advertisement information (Col. 33, lines 44- 
65). 

Claim 33, Alexander further discloses determining whether a particular 
advertisement should be intercepted with a channel change command based on 
said database of channel (EPG) and advertising intercept information (viewer 
preference) (Col. 33, lines 15-43). 
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Claim 34, Alexander further discloses tuning said viewer's television set to 
said first particular channel after a particular duration of time (Col. 32, lines 61 -Col. 
33. lines 1). 

Claim 35, Alexander further discloses wherein the viewer's local television 
system further comprises a database of television program guide information ((Col, 
32, lines 7-21); 

Claim 36, Alexander further discloses determining whether to block the 
information currently tuned by the viewer's television system based on said database 
of channel and advertising information (Col. 32, lines 61 -Col. 33, lines 8); 

Claim 37. Alexander further discloses wherein said database of television 
program guide information comprises pointers to entries in the database of channel 
and advertising intercept Information (Col. 34, lines 10-55). 

Claim 38, the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 31; 
Claim 39, the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 32; 
Claim 40, the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 33; 

Claim 41, the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 34; 
Claim 42, the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 35; 
Claim 43, the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 36; 
Claim 44, the system claim is analyzed with respect to method claim 37; 
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Claim 45, Alexander discloses a method for substituting alternative 
advertising information to be displayed on a viewer's television system in the place 
of information that would otherwise be displayed according to the channel to which 
the viewer has tuned the television set, the television system, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

maintaining at a head end a database of channel and advertising intercept 
information (Col. 29, lines 13-21); 

monitoring at the head end an outgoing television signal for a first particular 
channel (Col. 34, lines 56-Col. 35, lines 26); 

identifying the point in the outgoing television signal at which said signal 
begins carry advertising information (Col. 34, lines 56-Col. 35, lines 26) and 
determining whether the outgoing television signal should be intercepted based on 
the channel and advertising intercept information; 

inserting at the headend in said outgoing television signal on said first 
particular channel in response to said determination an instruction to any television 
system that receives said television signal to change channels to a second particular 
channels (trigger/message; Col. 32, lines 27-CoL 33, lines 8; Notes: "instruction 
includes a duration of time" reads on Alexander' message which includes commands 
that tune the television automatically to a particular advertising channel at the time 
during the telecast of the television program during which an advertisement is 
scheduled to occur, and tune the television back to the viewer's chosen television 
program at the conclusion of the advertisement; see Col. 32, lines 61 -Col. 33, lines 
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1 . In doing so, the instruction of "tuning back" clearly depends on the duration of 
time to display the corresponding advertisement until its conclusion because each 
advertisement has a time period pre-set by the advertiser for displaying it. In view of 
that, Alexander' s message encompasses the claimed limitation "instruction includes 
a duration of time"); 

receiving the television signal at a viewer's television system on the 1®* 
particular channel (Col, 26, lines 60-Col. 27, lines 2); 

recognizing the instruction at the viewer's television system to change 
channels (see Col. 32, lines 61 -Col. 33, lines 1) ; and 

tuning the viewer's television set (system) to the 2"^ particular channel (Ad 
channel/window; Col. 32, lines 61-Col. 33, lines 1). 

Claim 46, Alexander further discloses wherein the 2"^ particular channel is an 
advertisement channel providing advertisement information (Col. 26, lines 64-Col. 
27, line 2). 

Claim 47, Alexander further discloses determining whether a particular 
advertisement should be intercepted with a channel change command based on the 
database of channel (EPG) and advertising intercept information (user preference) 
(Col. 33, lines 15-43). 

Claim 48, Alexander further discloses tuning the viewer' s television set 
(system) to the 1®' particular channel after a particular duration of time (reads on 
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tuning the television back to the previous displayed channel after the time 
period/duration to display the advertisement; Col. 32, lines 60-Col. 33, lines 8) . 

Claim 49, the system claim is analyzed with respect to claim 45; 

Claim 50, the system claim Is analyzed with respect to claim 46; 

Claim 51, the system claim is analyzed with respect to claim 47; 

Claim 52, the system claim Is analyzed with respect to claim 48; 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action Is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply Is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action Is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hal Tran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-7305. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 



Application/Control Number: 09/940,107 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2623 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



HT:ht 

11/22/2006 
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